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THE REWS THIS MORXING.

FOREIGN*..General Methuen. with the Ktm-
berley relief «.««lumn, announced having »von a

complete victory over the Boers al Bslmont,
tho eaeray*s pi sitlon being «'arried at the
of the bayonet; forty prisoners, were taken,
much ammunition «as destroyed, ??? a

number" of the Boers were burled; '¦¦

¦franca, coounandlng s part ofOeaaral Gai
column, encountered ti.·· Boers In foire, bal
withdrew with slight < isualttes; Oeneral Butler
ha· gone to Nata;, bui expects to return to
Capo To ? ? soon. Pour hundred Dervishes
were killed in the Soudan In en engagement
with an Angl)·Egyptian fores under Oeneral
¦wir.fratp Mr Chamberlain, Colonial Sec¬
retary, visitili Windsor anil held Interviewe
trita Emperor William sr.d members of hi=
staff. A man accused of swindling is on
trial in Berlin who claim to have beoti ¦
major of volunteers in the American Army dar¬
in.: tho Spanish-American war. General
Wood Will sail for this .-ity to-day from Santi¬
ago, in reaponse to a summons to Washington. ·

:.- Tho Hritish Bteamar Coquet has drifted
ashore on tho Norwegian coast; eleven members
of hor crew aro supposed to be losl the ressel
.win prove a wreck. Thomas Henry Ismay.
founder of the Whll Star Line of steamer·, 1·
dead
domestic.Admiral Dewej expr ased his

thanks to those who have shown sympathy with
him in tho attacks resulting from tho transfer of
his bouse; ho will accept an invitation to visit
Chicago on the anniversary of thi battle of Ma¬
nila. .--: Tu«, treaties fOr the partition of Sa¬
moa have been drawg up one of which has al¬
ready been signed In D rlln, and the other will
prot.ah!'.· be signed in Washington. The
Post mast« r Oeneral extended domestic rati
postage to l'orto Rico, tho Philippines and
Guam. ¦', " To CsjTère & Hastings were

awarded the plans for building tho now halls for
Yak·, ·--=== Tho football teams of Yal·· and
Princeton took their last hard practice for the
big game Saturday. Arrangements were
mad«· for special trains pom. Washington to¬
morrow to carry the Presi. 1-nt. Cabinet, Sena¬
tor», Supreme Court and Representativos to the
funeral of Vlce-Presldent Hobari In Patsraon.
rn^_r-r- The monuments of Illinois on the battlo-
fleids at Chattanooga t··:??, wer·· dedicated.

The Kew-Tork state Cofnmeroe Commis-
¦loa look svldsaes Ln Chicago la regard to the
grain trafili from th·· West.
CITY. Stocks were dull on small final

Chang?« The Ww-Aius.«-nl.-nn Gas Com¬
pany restored Its ratee to» Sì Iuk thousand cubic

than tiio other com]
would do likewise, thus ending the gas rats war.

~. One saan wai killed and six injured by
an explosion of gas in ¦ trench at Broadway
an·! Canal-St Two of the Moliti· ux junus
une excused on account of illness one tales¬
man was quallfli pted as s juror.
T. mmy Britton G."U8) was bought at auction for
120.000 by ? A. Leord, of Chicago.- Colo-
nel William «'. Church, chairman of the Exe«
«ulive Conimittf.f the Dewey Arch Commit¬
tee, said that the committee had no Intention
of changir.tr the name of the arch, and that It
would always be the Dewey Arch.
THE WERTHER Forecast for to-day: Fair.

The temperatur- y sterday: Highest. 68 <le-
gieea; lowest. 41. average, 46*4 degrees.

DEMOCRATIC SELF-CHEATINO.
The calculations of the liemocrntic National

Committee at Its session at Chicago would by
themselves suiti« e, if tin ps w.-re nothing glse, to

explain why thnt party has been cast nwny a

belpleea an«i worthless wrack in »t« ??··??
han«ls the party has neither full knowledge of
facts northe BMSAoOd to face the facts it know-.
When men like Whim, y und Hill, Gorman and
Pnttison gad ??'.?p:..·??? were at the heim the
party was <i;ivotei] «ritti ? certain aiiderstaodlug
of puìilio optalo·, ln some of its tendencies nt
latSt But ( hairinan Jones declares thut the
Repuhlican party was never more unpopular,
because of "McKlnlcy's championship of monop¬
olies" at the East, because «>f Bryaa gad ?p·?
silver at the Waal and because of nntlexpan¬
sion and the Sold south Thereupon ¦ list of
Slates le given out. sixteen being Southern,
cli_'hr being Western »liter Bute·, with liuliana.
Kansas, lotltb I»nk««ia and Washington ¡ill
co » ? ted safe for the l «emocratk ticket and cast·
ing 2L"9 Electoral votes, or five more thau
(.notigli. Then it Is mlil« d that the party "ought
'"to carry, if they expect t<> carry anylhiug next
''year, Michigan, Ohio, Minnesota. Illinois, with
"Wlsi-onslti as a strong' probability." It will be
unaniinously airr«««! that 0? this showing the
Democrats ought not "to carry anything next

year." Tbere Is no occasion to mention the

heavy majoriiles in these Stales or the recent

victory in gpltt 0< local divisions in Ohio. The
Siates nani«·«! as safely Detnocrattc illustrate
well enough the quality of I»emocraflc leader-
-Blip.
Among tastai le Included, for instance. South

Dakota, which h;is just given a Republican ma¬

jority r«|i r;«il as BJBOO in a Stato electiou, and
Kansas. «Ith L'i.1*»»»· inaj-»r¡ty. in whirl) seventy
out of li».r> ,·«,inn..·-, «are report«·«! Republican at

tlie «'lection just 1¡,-1<1, with <.verwh»'lmlng
rtingaaeíroni D<an<>crata and Populista Losing
the latter Stata-, 1 »eniocrats would bl live b»>-
hind, aud, losing tw»th, nine ???p??? su.-«os e,?

tbeir own »al« ul-ition. They include Kentucky,
Which has j\!>t »-leiteil A I{a-¡.lll.', .c-;a i¡ li-veril'T,
nud Maryland, when I fi-rlit of factions ahm»·
caused «i»'f. at of a Republican t'ovemor. They
Include Wyoming. Washington and California.
which tii'ii«·«! eBcspubUcaa QoTernora and Cod«
pressmen last year; Indiana and Delaware,
which elect···! Republican Btataoflcan last year.
with large majorities fur Republican OaBpaaa
Qjen, aud West Virginia, which gave a Reputili
run majority for Congressmen last year. They
Include N»'hriiska, where Republican gains w en¬

eo clear that nome Democrats openly charged
the Republicans with getting beaten on purpos«·
In order to fustán ? fatal »andidate on th»· Dani
ocratlc -»arty. Th··} un lu»!·· Colorado, «Jiara
«urprliing Republican gaine thi« year, e«¡..·
cieli}' in Popullgt an«l silv, r strongholds, have

OUly to be repastad ta make the State Republi¬
can at the next el»-<ti«>n. A party which can

cheat Itself with the belief that all these Suite*
are wifely Democratic is obviously a political
wreck of the mo-M Laopgleaa apct.
The root of thla self-decepthiu ap|»ears when

]>eruorretlc estimates regarding Important issues

are considered. These intellectual freak« actu-

ally covai upon large gains froiu the trust Issu»·,

not in Western and Southern States, w her«·

prejudices against capital and combination* are

Vrong, but in New York and other Eastern

States, where coinbln»·«! capital has most Influ-

en«',·. ami where several huiulrod thoiisaiiii
hands employed by new industrial combinations

are enjoying advanced wages. They count upon
a solid South to oppose Republican expansion,
though it is notorious that many hading nun

nnd many thonsrnul voters are sustaining the

Administration with the utmost r.eal. and n s - ¦.

dated cotton manufacturers nr»· signing urgent

appeals to Congri'ss t»> uphold the President in

seaMiring a w hier market In tb«> Orient for their

goods. So strong is the drift of public opinion
among manufacturers of cotton and Iron and

minera "f Iron and coal in favor of the Republi¬
can economi«· poll<cy, among bankers and trini
Hess men in favor of the Republican monetary

policy, and among soldiers and their friends

an«! the followa-rs of Wheeler and I,ee nnd other

generáis regarding the Republican foreign pol¬
icy, that it would not be strange t«> s«-e Republi¬
can majorities on National Issues In several <>f

the Southern States heretofore unwavering In

I>eincicra«'y.
It takes something like rt positive genius for

blunder!'ig t<> crowd lulo a single ostiniate ao

many palpable errors and so much gross IgBO
rane <·. So dovbi there ar«· Republii'.ius who err

at the opposite extreme, cgsagft-Tat« vi.dblo ten¬

dencies lu their favor and expect too much

They at least nre not guilty of Interpreting
i'Vei> tiling upside down. The late elections

prore thai they <i«> actually gain where they ei

pected tO gglO and lose w!iere th»'.v « Xpo.-tod to

lose, and if gains or losaea ire more than were

looked for tha figures guai«! them against tXecesa
ot «'ontieiene'«· Much depends on Hi·· future ac¬

tion of the admiatstrattoo, especially in foreign

affairs, and mach upon ihe COOdnct of Congress.

Whoever llsteaa «rasi may learn thai .Republi¬
cana are not counting ihe next election as lin

labed already. Rut they have I solid block of
old fr«··* States between the Atlantic and the

.Mississippi north of the Potomac and Ohio, with

more than enough rotes t«> <-l«·« t. beside»» others

«eat and south of those bounds, which a.s yet

there Is no indication that any .-Hlversary can

break, air Bryan, at all events, has less chance

of breaking it ihn? most other «'andldates that

could be named.

THE CONSTABULARI SCHEME.

GoTerpor RooaeTell ¡las gone to his coantrj
house at Oyster Ray for a few days' rest pre

paratory t«» a winter «,f hard work at the capital.
He W '.ll -,-lI'i"l.V be able. lloWe\ cf, to ,'lVoiil

thinking seriously of various pal Uc questions,
and esp, i'iall> of tin· State eonsiabul.'iry scheme
Which he an«l Mr. Phut diSCQSSCd <>n Wednesday
an«l are to dlscaaa again early next week. We

sincer«'ly hope thai solitary reflection will set

bobtm Important facts relating to that measure in

I dear light before bla mind.
It is frankly »iPniticd that the leaders of ihe

R« publican machin«· are extremely desirous of

convincing themselves that a constabulary bill

closely resembling that which they tri··«! in vain

to force upon the statute book last winter can

be put through tho Legislature at the coming
session, and the general Impraaaton is that they
are disposili to make a aecond attempt, even If

they have been unable to secure in advance posi
Uve pledges of enough votes to pass the bill.

The (Joveruor. on the other hand, without ex-

plii-itly denying «>r affirming the assertion that

he still tarera it. has permitted it to be known

thai he is strongly Incline«! to insist on proofs
that the bill can be passed ga a condition t«, his

approval of its introduction as a party measure.

S" far as it goes that is a prudent poUcy, and

the machine leaders ought to be grateful to the

Gorernor for adopting it. They really eaanot
gfford to promote any more legislative fiascos.

Rut what could I'ovcnior Roos«'velt reasona¬

bly expect the great majority of honest, fair
minded, clear sighted citizens tO think of him If

he ehoald base his action aolely on conaldera-
tions of mere temporary political expediency?
Republican managers who have become expert
in devising means to we:tken their party at the
polls may only ask to know whether they can

control enough votes In the Senate nnd the As¬

sembly to accomplish their purposes. We have

aerer regarded the Gorernor as a leader <,f thai
kind. He must presumably be anxious to ascer

tain what th·· people s 11 say when they get a

chance to express their opinion unmistakably
and «lei'isively. And we nre convlnceil that if

he puts the question fairly to himself his judg-
nient and conscience Will answer that the people
an· morally certain to say that a State constabu¬

lary bill put through In the only way in which It

possibly can be put through, and for the pur¬

poses which such ¦ process of enactment would

clearly reveal, would be a wanton Invasion «>f

local independen«·«·, an Impudent proclamation
Of selfish personal ambitions, a monstrous af¬

front to decent public sentiment and wholly
d« serving ,f a stinging popular rebuke.

There wonhl be an element of reapeaCtablllty in

a straightforward declaration thai 'he police ad
ministration of New-York City was known of all
men to be at once despotic and rotten, and that
the Legislature would be Invoked to iniprov«· g
condition <>f affairs which had become latolera«

j ble, without any regard to consisten«·.» or any
minor pruxiples of political conduct. We sin.uhi
not approve that conisi·, for we are firmly con¬

vinced that the surest hope of righteous govern,
meni In this city lies in letting the people of the
city work out their own salvation; but it would

not be a contemptible course, it is. e,n the other
hand, contemptible to proclaim «levoiion to a

new policy of police administration aad topoinl
as a proof of good faith to the inclusion in the
scheme of aererai contented «'oniiiiunii.es which
have latelv succeeded In honorably arranging
their affairs to suit thsn.salsas, when ererj
leody who kDOeWS anything knows thai tlie

scheme Is inspired solely by an Ignoble longing
for power and for revenge.
There are arguments in favor of I State police

system which other countries have accepted as

conclusive and by which the people of the State
of New York might possibly be convinced after

a free, deliberate, Impartial Inveatlgatlon. There
is DO con eivable excuse for dragooning rocfa a

s« home through p reluctant Legislature In the
face of obvious popnlar disapprovai and ti the
Imminent risk of overwhelming retribution al
Hi«· polls.

EMIXEXT STA TEs MLS A TT 1 ''RED.
Current news Is heavily lad« ? with attacks

upon the characters of several of the moti
esteemed stai.«inen <>f Europe, We do noi
mean the irresponsible onslaughts which are al-

datty made by Messrs. Rochefort, «'as

saL'nac and their compeers upon Prencb afinia»
ter·, nor those which '.eriiian Socialists make
upon the imperial authorities, lar different at··

the accusations «iir··«·!« «l against If. De Witt«·,
the Russian Minister of ?·':??????.·>«. hese h a ?«·

b«i-ii current for sonn· days, and now w.· gru
told the ''zar himself is so impressed with their
gravity that lie has Instructed the Minister of
Justice t<> Investígate them. If. i».· Win.· has
long been regarded as one <«f the wisest and
most upright of all the tzar'·« Mintatela, I ·«

biffi hin.· I.? credited the railroa.l building
and either lmlusiiml enterprises Which IN do
int· m asweh fot the ds*ttefmsg,( ami pragrees
«if Russia, as well as th.· ..stabllshment of th.·
national finances on a stable gold basis. There
Is no Hus«ian statesman whose fall would U·
regarde«! with greater regret A week or so
back, It will be remembered, he was reported SS
declaring that Russian finan«-?· were In a most

gratifying »tate. Then a few days later cauie

talk of an unsuccessful attempt to float an

urgent loan in Germany. And that was quickly
followed by minors that Russia was In desper¬
ate financial straits and on the verge of col¬

lapse and bankruptcy. These contradictory
.-.lateiiients were at legal puzzling. Anil now. at

the Intent, com« s the startling story that M. De
W IttC lias ben "rigging" Ihe Roerse for his own

profit, and, having b«'on detected, has attempted
suicide, it win he prodent to withhold Judg-
ni« nt upon the case until fuller and absolutely

unquestionable particulars are made public, with

th«· hope, meantime. thaf the rumors, so un¬

speakably ominous, may prove untrue.

Spain furnishes nt the same moment another
and similar sensation. It is made known that

Bettor Almenas, one of tho foremost members of

the Spanish Senate, has made to the Senate In

secret session most astounding charges against

Hit* Government, directly implicating the Prime
Minister and some of his colleagues In palpable
high treason. The Primo Minister, tho Finance

Minister. th«> War Minister and various high
aricy ollieers an- accused by him of corruption,
of oppression ami of deliberately plotting to

overthrow the monarchy and placo Seflor SII

vela at the head of a new Spanish republic. As

lu the cas«· of the Russian Finance Minister,

these acou«»ni!ons ¡ire the more startling and un-

welcome because of the high estimate hitherto
forinoli of Ihe m ·? attacked Señor Silvela has

been looked Upon as somewhat reactionary, but

conspicuously honest and loyal. General Pola·

vieja likewise bag been rateemed for Integrity
an«! loyalty above most of his coileaguea Nor
has th·«re b.-en any apparent cause to think ill

of Señor Villaverde, who hai acted with much

prudence ami devotion in particularly dlfflcull
Circumstancen. Yet charges an« made against
them all which, if true, must brand tinnì with

infamy and should send them to prison for rhe

l-.st of th"ir lives, gnd ar«· made, not by s«nsa-

tional and irresponsible men. but by one of the
foremost anil mosl authoritative statesmen In

the kingdom.
In the ease of Spain, as In that of Russia, final

Judgment may well be reserved to await fuller

Information, with an earnest hope that the ac¬

cused m« ti may be entirely excúlpale·!. If M.

1»·· (ITItte in Russia and S« iVr Silvela In Spain
are not to be trusted, who can be trusted, ami

What hope is there for th'ese «OU'.¡tri«'s? As¬

suredly the United Sintis iiiiisi «Iah them good,
and not evil. Many years of cordial friendship
with Russia sad tbe prospect <>f futuro friend¬

ship with Spain move us to desire prosperity
and peace for both. And these can he assureil

t«> them only through th»« worth and faithful«
neas of their ruling stateomea. There have been

time« when some nations have secretly or openly
rejoiced In ih<· humiliation and distress of their

neighbors. In this age and in this land such a

f«»'iing would be of all things most abhorrent
The true American spirit is one of goodwill and

good wishes for all nations. The spectacle of
ih«· stars ami Stripes lying at Wlndaor bptweeu
tbe Brittah and German standard! does Dot im¬

ply th«· remotest desire for or compla<'en«'y in

ihe sullying of the banners that fly at St. G«iters

burg ami Madrid. The rul·· applied by Lincoln
to our domestic dlsposltloo may well and should
be applied to our disposliion toward all the na¬

tions of the earth "With malice toward none,

with charity for all." and thai charity atores

us to hope for the ample vindication of th ·

honor of the Stateamen upon whom so largely
regt the welfare ami the interests of two great

nations.

THE GREAT ¡ROS OUTPUT.
"The Iron Age" reports 288,1*22 tons of PS

Iron produced weekly In ihe Catted States 0?

November 1, against CT8,»300 October 1 and

248,516 January 1. Th«· last figures show whit

ih«.· works were prepared to do with BeSSCM r

pig quoted at ?1<» To at Rittsburg, and au ad¬

vance in the price there to 83478 for early <J<·-

llvcrieg has caused an Increase of 4G>.»??) tons a

«eek in the output. Ressemer Is most properly
taken as th·· tesi because the scarcity has been
mainly in steel and in the kinds of Iron availa¬
ble for steel making. Less than 1S'.¿ per cent

Increase In production has resulted in ten

mouths from an advance of 180 per cent in the

price. With only a fraction of th«· entire pro¬

duction controlled by any corporation the

price has risen because the demand for actual

consumption has run far beyond thecapacity «,f

works ready or that could be made ready to pro¬

duce, e\«'ii al gi'ieei profit Th·· output on Janu¬

ary l, when th·· price was so low as to causa

exports to nearly all foreign markets, was nt

th«· rat«· of 12,662,832 tons yearly, and it was at

tl,«· rat«· «,f 15,003,144 tons yearly 00 November
i, with little beyond the home demand to eup»
pori prices, though even now* exports have not

entirely ceased.
The· records of Ibis industry are more com¬

plete than tboee «>f any other, and yet do not

show with accuracy the stocks on band, the re¬

turns «,f "Th,· Iron Age," which do not in« Inde

stocka ««f »h«· great steel companies held for

their oa ? ose, differing constantly from those of

tbe association. Th«· Treasury returns of ?

ports ami imports are als«, corrected a little

from month ?«» month, but the aggrega «· of

monthlj statements does not differ widely from

tin· final returns The follow.ng sb«0WI in tons

with snlficient correctness the production each
monili, estimateli from the ligures of "The Iron

Age," ihe decrea.-'«I stock-, geCCordlng ?«, ¡is re¬

turns, ami the nel exports, with ihe quantities
appaiently remaining for consumption:

E»tlmal»1 Ftcvk« X»t !>ft fnr enn
«Utilité, ?

J.'inuary ... ?"-:-»; ."..· -TI 34.1VW 1,1'm.O.ll
February .. Wl.ftßS 44.7·.::' 22.r«irt
March .?.?ßß,.?? :U71* 23..VW 1,074.517
April .1.074.320 tì.iOA 14.IW2 ll ··¦.·,,

M. 1 134 : 1 70 MM '.'I 47'» 1.1H2.97;I
JUne .1.121,0*48 SO|,.e ???.'.? 1 1--7 ll'e.e

July.ill«; s-Jit 2T.!W7 17. *·_·? I .·» i :?
Annusi .1 ._···:·. T^rt 22.:<4" 1«, .135 1 ?'G. 77G.

il er 1 is:,·..',.-, 27 ;:s | m,, I.iih. ?,-_·?
October ....1.276,137 1.*..".·- -_

In the Brei half <>f the year these monthly «-»il

mate· exceeded by ghoul 170,000 tons the quan«
my coil-inn«.!, iccordlng to the Dna! reports of
ih.· association, and y. t serve to indicate well
enough the cours.· of eventa Exports in Octo
ber were probably less than decrease in stocks.
The demand for consumption was apparenti]
about 10percept Larger In October than in Jan¬

uary, tbe great rise in prices having caused en

increase of ISM per cent In the weekly output.
So moderate a relative gg|g in the producing
force would not by itself gtve muck hope <>r

early relief frma an embarrassmenl wblcb it is

hardly an exaggeration to call a steel famine.
Rut there have been receñí changée, and per·
gpj rerj signlflcanl changea, tn the cour·»«· of

prici-s. U'hii« Bessemer and anthracite pig con¬

tinue to advance, reaching last ?eek tin· blghcsi
point sine«· January, 1888, a striking Irregular
ity appears in prices of some finished products.
ai ever]ihlnf turne upon th«· Increaee «r de

·¦ of demand for these products, the rather
noteworthy decline of M Inet week in tbe prie«
of sin-.'ts making about .«'.· sin·«« the highest
«[Uoiallon. about September ''« Is important
Doubttege th«· price in Bepteeber was some

what forc.il. :.s the formation of a sheet coiulii

nation was then expect« d. but It has sin«·«« failed
und th«· options have expired. Many Jobbers
who bought when it was thought certain 'hat

th·· market f««r sheets would coma «put·· nndei
control ««f the tinplate company nave lince bei n

¦upplylng boyen at prices louer than the works

openl] accept Rut then has aleo been a th
cline of $»'. a ton in plates sin.·«· October 1. for
which no sii.-h explanation appears. In som«-

other lilies ili«· .leman.I has I»·. n loo small 1··

make up for the "Id order« expiring, or «.mailer
»ban the output Incrensed bj addition <«f som.

works.
The fact that uo yielding appear· In prie··· of

products mainly controlled by the Steel snd

Win· Company, or the beam combination, or In

rails. Is not coniduslve evidence ns to continua¬

tion of a demand equal to the old orders expir¬
ing. In bar«« ? lit r«· appears a further rise of

prices botti it Pittsburg and Philadelphia, which
might fairly bo .itfrlbtited to desire to bring

those price· Info closer harmony with the cost

of materia!, which advanced more than bars

have yet at Philadelphia, or liad until last week

at Pittsburg. It is not yet clear, therefore,
whether the demand f««r tlnisheil pro.lucfs has

continued at such a rate as to sustain the full

gdvence In prices, though th«' course of quota¬
tions gives some reason for doubt on that point.

GOOD RIDDAMI: ?? n\l> docks.

The gnnooncement was made in yesterday's
Triluine that what may pretty confidently he

reck«.nod the end of wooden drydock building
by the Doited States Navy Department had at

last been reached. A contract for another
wooden dock was awarded on Wednesday, but

there Is excellent reason to expect that before

the end of this year a «'hange of It to stone and

concrete win be order.·.i. Ami th«·!··« is full con¬

fidence that never again will a wooden dock be

built or planned. This, we feel privileged to

say. Is particularly gratifying to The Tribune,
for the reason that it i< the rocceoafu] culmina«
timi of a long and earnest campaign in which
this pap.r. In its editorial «olumns, Its Wash-

Ington correspondence and its local news, has

taken a most active part. We might, Indeed,
without presumption Claim to have taken the
load in exp.i-ing the false economy and some¬

times something worse of th·» wooden dock
¦yeten·, and In urging the sane and business-
like policy which has now happily been sub-
Stilliteli.
Rut then is a more potent motive for rejoic¬

ing than sudi ni«·'·.· personal triumph. The die«
carding of wooden «locks in favor of masonry
is a triumph for sound principles In Government

administration, It moans an end of th·' series
of scandais thai have of late years beoti ino·

dated with th.« drydocki <>f the Brooklyn and
other navy yards. Nothing, indeed, COttld have

been more ? ««'rodit.ibl·· than the ncOffd Of BOOM
of those ili «ouceived structurée from fini to
last Wood was gdopted instead of stone, we

were told, because we were in a grcit hurry to

get new docks for our new ships-, and a wooden
dock could be built iiiu.h more quickly than a

stone otic. And yet one of tin- most important
of those wooden docks dawdled along in build¬

ing until a longer time bad peSSCd than a stone

dock would have required. Wooden docks wen
fully g| strong 'in 1 «af.·. we wen« told, as stone

mies. 'S .-t that ill omened structure hail scarce¬

ly been finished when it showed fatal weakness,

seriOUSty Imperilled a valuable ship, and finally
went to smash Within a few years of its com¬

pletion. Rut. at any rate, wooden dOCkl are

the cheaper, it was said; .«? the wise principle
that it was prudent to save $100. or so, on a

structure to which Is io be committed a ship
worth millions, even If such saving does imperil
Mi«· safety of the ship! Rut now it is found
that with the bill for repairs the wooden c>n-

trivance costs a good deal mon« than I dock of
solid granite WOtdd ha\e cost.
We have no doubt that some men. Including

not only Interested contractors, but also ,.\¡.

glneers of high reputation and undoubted pro¬
bity, win continue to favor wooden itocxa. Some
men will probably to the end of time insist
that WOOden houses nre better thati h.«uses of
brick nini stone, that'wooden ships are better
than steel ships, and that moonlight is brighter
than sunlight It Is a matter of hearty con¬

gratulation, however, to the Navy Department
and to the Whole Nation that other views are

henceforth to prevail at .STasblngton» and that
the dry.locks f.«r the Navy will be mad.· worthy
of the Ship· they aro to contain. To the trum¬

pery timber think'*!, with their leaks and col¬
lapses and nil the rest, good riddance!

Mr. Crokr-r is vary forgetful. When Mr. Shije-
han won In the primaries this fall he was em¬

phatic ln assurances that he was not making
any fight on him. and consequontly Mr. Shee-
han's success waa not his defeat. Now ho

««ays: "I am shaking hands with all Demo-
"crats these daya That does not mean that we
"will not try to beat Mr. Bheeban at the prima¬
ries next year. There Is nothing at a'.l In the
"story that Sh«'chan and I have settled our

"dlff·

It Is announoed that the price of ga« will he

advanced on December 1. Now Is the time for
. economical epstsons to tak«*· advantage of the

gas companies by burning an unusual amount
of the eheap supply.

The Postoffice Bullding looks ever so much
better since It has been stripped of Its coat of
dirt. Hut It Is a melancholy reflection that Its

very cleanliness will Induce the defilement of
It again. We have no doubt that In a few «lays
the· lever jearts of Its walls, within reach of

pssairs by, will be disfigured and defiled, not

only with the soilings of chance contact,
but with deliberate markings, scrawling» and
more or less Indecent inscriptions, with chalk,
charcoal, paint or what not, Just as they were

before. Indeed such Safllemenl haa already heea
It Is a pity all parts of the stonework

within reach are not highly polish»*«!. That
would prevent most of the soiling and would
make It easy to remove any dirt or markings
that might be put upon them.

-a-

Contracts are soon to be let for faring down

the Structures OB the new Custom House site.

Perhaps th·*· contractors who were so much In¬

terested in Mr. Platt's trips to Washington to

get the sort of an architect he «ranted can bring
influence enough to secure that consolation

Ieri:··'·.
Chirac,-, reports a million dollars' worth of

ed by th·» warm OCtODST wenth-r.
an lacldenl of the opon autumnal season to he

lamented. The Weal ? lûmes Itaelf on Its an-

« lacreaatag appi·' cr«>p, and it is an Im-
··, one, but the expediency of cultivating

varieties which in any weather win last at leaal
a m«.iitin afte-r being gathered in should new be
apparent Pome loss in this perlahable crop is
to bs expected from various conditions t.e't to be
guard-d against, but a million bushels In one

d wasting away bacanes of a fsa
weeks In October, likely to occur tn any year, is

? blow to the business which It ought to flti'l
future means of warding off.

PERSO\\i

A bror.ri» BtSta· of RJornstJerne Pj.'.rnson and
..ne Of II·;.? stani l·· Nal -al Theatre-
in Christiania, and have aroused ? deal of 6
«Ion On BJOraeOB'fl return to the thi-.itr··, after
thirty year«' abaeace, '" «lirect th·· rehearsal« of

? [.. r .ili» Kraft." !¦·· wr.ct.- detBSndlnf
th» removel of hi« stata« a« a "pern:
¦landei ;;· u la «ne« n to «a Inquiry a« to

I that ba his it is
;,,.-v proposed to remove both and re«easl them in
ion« 1.1-- ol I¦¦¦ llonabl« form.

efjsrdloal Luigi OrgeBa, abe ha« ju«t been ap«
the Pope «a sa« et hi* ssetetaata in

,(,., ,,; | loatsa Of Hoh ? far. Ih SM "f tha
rabera of ih.· CaUsttlta hierarchy

t the gaerad 'oUega of ? ??
,,,,? <auM cameritago ot tha Catholta Church, tha
.u,, ,. ,; «j Pepa Lao befoi h.·» elevation to

t| irate. 1 »f th« Poep«,
irrfinal Orgella would, bi virtue of hi« off) ··

(,,' ,.,',,. ill I the aui ca-asorshlp to the
.. of Pi ?'? kit's ?« determined It would b«

, ·. make tic· official meni of th«
;,. ,,,, ntifl and to it» th« seal upen
,, epontl i¡"' '· H- « preside

.· of «'ardiñal« called 10 ..l"«t th··
?,· ¦ G¦·,¦·

elStekfSrlag »he example «,f ¦¦ ?.,, ·,?·t lumini¬
none, the Heatnla of Ihr l'nlvrr«i«v of Mi-lilunn
have anDutntud Charles Ualrd. now graduate man-

,??t of ¿athl*·»Ice. director of outdoor athletic«, with
nk of junior professor In the university and

a salary of «.«TOO.
Sir rhihch<>n '«o Feng Luh. the Chinea· Am-

beesaeer to Oraal Britain, recently attended n p««r-

forroanes Sf "King Klohard II." an«·, «cordino; to

the English pape·)*, wa« « most attentive spectator.
He h ol ,i handeomely bound pockel edition of th«

tragedy, which he diligently reed, keeping pa.-o
with the utterances of the ?

If. Francisque flaroev. the dramatic critic, ua>

Senbtedty made a good nSSag enemies during his

lifetime, hut It Is rather surprising to find them

among the members of tho committee of tho
lie Français«· The member* of the com·

mIttee, hewever, havsActually r-fused to receive,

hl·« hast Into 'hoir galleries, on tho ground that It

?« thai of ? ssers ertile.
Jassss Jennings McComh. of thi« city, one of the

founders of tho Southwestern Presbyterian I'ni-

verslty at CnsrkSvUle. Tenn ha« Kivon $7iï.«Wi to

th" «ndowment fund of that Institution. Tht·

make· tbe total of hi« contribution« to the college
1100,000

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

Among all the auctions and other «ales of famous

eastles In Kurope none will attract more attention

than that of tho Castle of CsBSeas, at Regalo. Tal«

will be put up at auction neal Friday. It I· to ho

.old for ???-payment of tases amounting to Just

nOC though that Is almost "noiiRh to make Popo

Gregory VU. King Henry IV and CountSSS Matilde
lack to earth and join forces t" pioteet the

thai bad to Isaportaal ¦ place in the hi·-

f «I« rmany and Italy.

Ho Knew tho ?** I understand you have con¬

s'nt·.I to \ou«· daughter'· marriage to that young
Bwiftpsce. ssld the old friend.

I have," rep)··«! the father.
"I eues· you don't know the young mi«n," «ug-
ted th< d frli nd pointedly.
m the mtrsry, f know ail at.out him." an-

iwered the father, "and I sise know til sboul my
f< v.- things iii'iut the tes in Renerai.

if I had refused my consent ten to one she would
1m\.· married him snywsy, but, having given It.

ly t. p to five that lbs «ill tiro of
him ·? throw him over before thi r've even net th»

? ie wedding." (i 'hi. sgo Poet.

Whale« aro thick on tho Scottish roast this s>:m-

m«r. ?« Smd. in the ihetlHiids, I shoal of seven· ?

ono bottle ? '.«· lie· was driven ashore and

Sptured in SOS day. I· Was tho flrsr tlrro in fort)
four years that whales had Sppoarod there, thongh
In former times they stranded frequently.
Limita to mi« Oratltttde.."I feel that I ought to

make ??pµ acknowledgment to the people who
kir:«i to ua during my late wife· last «ick-

lald Mr. Phn ríe, "end I would like to have
bla card of thanks In a prominent place

··¦ el r."
"We ?ed to make ;, charge for these no-

rep.led ihe Ed tor or "The weekly Blizzard."
looking over tho manuscript, "and this will cost

y,.,, Í1 '·

jrou needn't publish h " rejoined Mr.
? un noi quit! a.· grateful as all that

?·· c ilcsgo Tribune.
"The Ph ladelphls Record" say· a billiard cue

with a square Up, instead of a round one, is an

Innovation thai Ssay abortly be put to a practical
teal ? srstl known sssatsur of Philadelphia, who

I .m sspertsasnla] and laveatlve turn of mind,

conceived the Idea, snd had a «pedal cue maio
with ? square Un. H«' lays It answers every pur-

0 Which the ordinary cue can be put. In ad¬

dition to which it has a number of sdvaatagas
SVer the round tip. For one thing. It Is Impossible
¡o m.ike a BalSCUa The full surface of the cu«»

Strikes the ball and gives it more purchase. The
of contact between the rounded tip snd lbs

ball is. perhaps, one-tenth less than that of the

¦Onars tip and tho I,a:|, and whore "English" Is

used the latter Up sasures ¦ much greater control.
The inventor of ine square, tip has applied (Off
patent, and hopes to Introduce It through the
medium Of several well known professional players.

JOHNS WAY.
From Th«· Spectator.

J. Hull be« Kot his faults, maybe;
Thi ·¦ ape · ? good es he.
An' som·· th«·!'« wuss, 'twixt you an' me,
Whatever folks may

He« glad tu triad a peaceful track
Till others hit.« him fust, ker-r-ma^k!
An' th'ti he'll turn tu hit '« r:i ha 'k,

l'or thet's John's wa%

F.t's true ho :ikert tu strut aroun'
An' go paradlo' up an' down
With ail tho rnbble In the town
?-shoutín' out ''Hooray!"

He'll boast aforo a fight is won.
Iiut. wh«-n the little Job's begun,
Ho don't leave off until It'· done,

Per thet's John's way!

Je«so iîraek· n, of Mason <ity. Iowa, IJSlshlSlOll
[St birth lay recently while serving on a Jury

ln that town. He Is said to be the oldest man In

lorn.
TIIK cfCULUBY DRUDGE.

[Women ara pouring into the professions. . .

In consequence <ef the diflsculty of proeurtaa do-

meatlc servant« it is proposed to employ men :'or

I !.¦ u work. -1 Dal y Paper.]
Mamma la a bishop In gaiters,
Aunt Flo is :, brilliant <-. C,

They say ti.ai no better debater«
Ar«· heard In the Common« than she.

Aunt Amy's an eminent surgeon,
Aunt Jane Is a Chancery .Iiicírp.

Aunt Kalo I« greater than Spurgeon.
And 1 am a scullery drudge.

I've f. male relations in dozen?»;
? eye them w-iru awe frum «far;

l·*.,:· m. si of my femlnii.
Are light« e.f the Church «nd th« Bar.

Th· > are crowned with a halo of splendor,
a glory ? cannot but trudge,

For being of masculin« sender,
I'm only a scullery drudge.

Timo was l hai other ambitions
Than scouring a pot or ? pan;

Alas. 1 forgot my condition«,
I forgot 1 was merely ., man

But none of my friend., cared a bit for
My notions. They laughed, and cried, "Fudge!

My dear, what Is any man tit fc.r
But the ;ot of a acallery drudge?"

-(Punch.

xn TRUST IX WORKS of art.

THE TRT*K PIK MKST EVER REMAIN UN·
APPROACHABLE FOR THE lAJVt

OF WEALTH.
Even In the making of trusts there Is a "thus

far and no farther." All th* oil wells of »he land
may h«' emptied through OB« pipe; all the su.-..r

ogas may b.- egataared imo one aalll; ail the steel

rail.« may form one road; hut all the pie cannot

come from one oven. Pi- may be a product «.'11-

tary In this srest dlgtlBCttOn, hut u Is grand «ad
b-autlful m Its laoUtton. No trust can altogetl.'-r
.wallow up and digest pie. Die makers of p."
cannot be p.lied down as the upper and the nether

and thOet who would attempi such a thing,
who w,.ni.I s-ek to control the art of the making of

pi.-s. ars bul putting thesaselves up is the meringua
on the t.eo ,,: a lemon pi''. »>"d they will .Ind all

.,f its «oui ¦¦¦> ss eaaderaeath.
Tna, ., |a trust has been forme. 1 has already-

been nnnoun rd In th-?·* columns. ? trust can In

mtrol an industry. «nd .is fir as the

making of pus Is an indu-ny .? ·?\? be mude Into a

tr,¡ gui the makit'ir «?" the MM PM I** not an

Industry; II ia in «? And ? trust cannot control
,, ,.- ¡t ,-,,? ,,:G,\ eseaaoralla· .t. But it cannot do

It to the pi- art. Th» re ar-·. it Is true, many
consumer« of eo-ealled psa who are dependent on

the p.·· Industry- people who have no home«. ?·>

mother« no tics thai Mad them to the ?.?-
meatiC llf« Which la the foundation of »he State, ex-

aometiawa lading with the years.

of the ale« of other taya Those who era stead«
.·.,«·. those «ho wtu ? »1 lei tb« Image of the homo
pia dt· ·¦ sood ettisane «till, t»n th,>se who
forgot «ad who give themselves tip to the imf«

pie of the- foundry ar·· lo*· At best they fill
the asylums nl the primus At worm tBOg k.·.·!,

them ein.I cause, as far as thev can. by their
Influence ind their votes, « disordered soetety and
? disordered Itati founded on s disor«iered »ligas·
tíon

t?,·· ?:·· which Ralph w.tido Emergea «te for
breakfaal believing thai the Mi must be ata
right In order tO end rU-ht. the pie which Inspired
him wuti ? piulo- -s and light, was

not in«.,'· bj truel Th« pumpkin pie wht'h |n-
apired t'iii. Qwnleaf WbltUer to make a hymn
10 ? Such SS ·»- BUB worshipper Might tn.ike to an

·¦ not unlike it was sot ma its «j trust.
Th. ;ic'.a and the Indian pad.lings which Nal
Kawthome r-OUld BOI ?·.?« ..ver In his tata without
psualag for th.lr priais·· WSft iñude· by a trust
A country'·· seal and mat, h-a :n,v ba COatroUed
b) s ttust. but not ii« hearth nr··*. n« flaut and
Us sugar. bUl ne·! It« ?««· ?- |··?,· ,-e th«T« I« ¦>

hom.» left In Kew«Eaglaad, or where uie mea sad
w uie. ? of N. w-Kiiglatid hi\.· gOSS, so long there

watch win be couated as works at art,
noi as artUi.s of iiiaii.if.t ¡ur··.
No lindi in..? I« MtSadSd that good pie can

>sevei be baaghl Isms of tbe best pi.·« that bsv«
? ¦ 'd·' b IVS be .? and «till are effet· ·|

for Male, lost as gr··.,' ¡,.t ,,f ali .oils
hav.· found tota Bui the true pi»·, like
,,n\ other a*orh "f art, musi Se ?·.,.!., in ?,.- spirit
of th.· lev.· of nit, and not In the spirit of the

of fain.

LONDON NOTE»,
VANITY FAIR FNDER A OLOT;D-TH£.
ATHES IN WAHTIME-THE ELIZA.

T1ETHANS IN FULL PARAI»!:
i.ond.in, Kovenher M,

London soclely la under a cloud af gloom and
dopri-salon In wartime. All the great house,
and fashionable neta are representfd a· Lady.
smith, or on the western frontier of the Hutch
ropuMlca. or In the army corpa; and the offi¬
cers are shining marks for tho enemy s skilled
sharpshooter?. The lists of casualties in the
opening engagements of the war have imparted
a tragic pathos to the leavetaaings and family
partks which have been going on for ..«.-eke ¡n
tho West End and are not yet ended, for the
composite regiment of Household Cavalry and a

division of ten thousand troops are MBI to go.
Many of the smartest people In Lond :i are al.
teady In mourning for husbands, sons and
brothers. The Duke of Devonshire bas lent a

nophew; Lady Romn»y. who Is a fri« nd of the
Prlncss of Wales. Is in mourning for a favor«
Ite «on; Mrs. Pechell had three sons fighting i·,
South Afrha, and two of them are in ««·:¦!lera1
gravee; tho Duke of Aneroorn has eieVeBj
nephews under arms and Lord Dufferin thro»
BOna¡ Lady Dudley has tWO SOM and a brother
under fire, and Lady Gerard a husband ar.d a

bn thar, and the list may be extended Ind ·».

ly. Vanity Fair Is overshadowed by th- anr«
letles and sorrows c.f a campaign in Darkejt
Africa, and is In no mood for Its ordinary reere.
allons and gayoties.
"Mr. Chamberlain and old Krliger have ruined

tho hunting season and mailed
houses!" Is a clubman's exclamation that ex¬
plains the social vicissitudes of the winter. The
Prince of Wales Is accepting few Invltetlaaj
and devoting himself to military eniíag-menta
and war charities, ani the usual round of
gayotlos in the country houses has bean «u·«

? nded by common cons"nt.

Shooting birds and stalking wild deer ar« poor
sport In Scotland and England when an army
of eighty thousand soldiers, officer· 1 ·>,»
best blood In the I'nl'ed Kingdom, has ? :·

to Africa to be STpOQOd to shrapn··! Brs tiga-
zin·» volleys an«! the murderous SWSep of 'he
machine gun. Camekoepers and tin«!· : Adii
have most of the winter shooting in the north,
for there win he little entertaining i" "7
hesjgee enei ; I 'luring the Christmas h lidayg
Tandon win be unueually full during ths '··rinteg
and th«-re will be fewer x« ar.·:· DJ to th·· !. r.

from tho West End. The world of wealth and
fashion is too deeply interested In the fate 0f th·
Offli ' rs und.-r Ore in South Afri· a to find r^rea-

Mon in social gayety at home or abroad It will
¦¦ a long, ·!???? icaoon of war charities and letttff

writing.
Tin·.: MORAUfTI fiAVK their hat.

Tho moralists who have been warning Vanity
Fair for years with fine Irony and a'

frankness that It needed nothing so much a« s

tborOUgb ihaking up DOW have their WB, Th»
carpet knights of smart society have ¡_ r.« to
th·· front like lira··· Englishmen, and are

showing the old time tralrs of heroic endur-
ance, devotion to country and manly VBlOT. If
their lives have ·>··?«t??<1 aimless and vapid
in West End clubs and smoking loung« s, they
are now thoroughly ln earnest, and are set¬

tling «loun to n.ugh an«i dangerous werk
with the same fortitude and invincible spirit
by which an empire has boon created and
maintained. There ought to be largo compel·

-,s for the evils of a terrible, r«-!"nt:eg»
war between white rai -s in th ? ; '

millions of blacks who are ready to revert t«i
savage Instincts an«l passions; and It ? not the
least among them that plr-astir« loving Vanity
Fair reacts against the shallownoss and Insln·
cerlty of its ordinary occupations and amuse¬
ments, and Ih SOhSSWl sad ennoble«! by tho
thought that ¡if«· Is real ami earnest.

The war charities, which have been organized
on a scale of remarkable magnitude, will offer
eome relief from a sombre and anxious winter.

Already there is a long vista of haz;·ars, con¬

certs, amateur theatriials and shows of «ill

kinds for the benefit of the famill« s of SOtdlefl
and the unfortunate refugees of the Trai

Apart from thooe -nt-rtuinments It will a

winter of theatregolne» for a large ? ibke
which is deprivfd of its ordinary sottrcas of

recreation will turn t·» th·· stasre and expect to

bo diverted by plays neither too serious i. r to >

frivolous. The autumn programmes (or the

theatres were made up long before tho outbreak
of war, but managers are well aware tha: the

requirements of public taste ha\e been ? hanged
by the Imperial crisis, which has drawn 80,000
British soldiers nearly seven thousand milea

from England to fight, not with Afridis. Der¬

vishes or savages, but with white men .·:" ipssav
did courage, remarkable craft and subtlety, and

armed with scientific weapons. Great Interest

Is shown by the theatrical profession in ·'. v-

erlng what the theatregoing public eantS la

wartime.
RELIEF DEMANDED AT THE THEATRES.
This problem has not been solved to the satis¬

faction of experienced managers, but some prac¬
tical Inferences can be drawn from the .'"end-
ance at the principal theatres and th··

Ing popularity of certain dramas. Ifslodrama hi
not the best drawing card in wartime, net *rs

theatrlcal pieces with intense situation« suited
to the temper Of the time«. The pnblk ?ßß?ß
relief from the great drama enacted ln South

Africa, with Its underplot of ceaseless anxiety

and its tragic possibilities of bereavement tni

sorrow, and It does not find relaxation In «stories

of human passion and situations of thrilling
excitement If craves amusement, but If too

serious to disport Itself In burlesque or farce

The bes; plays for wartime are sw.et and ohOe)
sume pieces, like "The Black Tulip." et th·

Hevmerkst. or "David Garrlek," at \V>: ·

Theatre. Comedy tinged with pathos, r «mantle

drama illumined with flashes of ntfrthfllinee·.
character studies with «jualnt costumes and
restful dramas, which are clearly anritten »r««l

not theatrical In motive or situation, are pe¬

culiarly suited to th»· present nquh
'

public taste. This Is the judgiiK'iit of SXpadt"
sacad managers, and the receipts of the box

olili es bear ont th<-ir info«·, n,,.s.

Th«· Elizabethan Stage So« lety has opened
Its season «if quaint performances» at the lect¬

ure room of the I'nlversity of Lend at, w-hers

the Royal I.·· «graphical Society ordina:!!: ·-

|i in.·! converee on matters torrestri.i! It was

a matines ? ..«inning at 4 o'clo h ai suding
at T.l··. anil with the SSXeptiOU of a singt
terval Of twelve minutes than was not .1 «jreaJl
in continuity. In this way 'The Life and Death
of King Richard the Second" was ; sjeâ
with th·« text of the inatto edition and the «oa-

tumee of th.« sixteenth century Been. « ergg

imking. a large high backed chair serving te In«
dl« its a throne for the palUCC, and the ',?,?*?

plattonn being tranaformed by th«· imsginetten
into «astio ouïs, a chamber In El> House. Hi·

wiids of Qtatx .stershire. BollasdMN Ih -'s «af"P

near Bristol, Westminster Hall, the street« M

London near Ihe Tower, and ? dun-teen «'f «·

prison. The playen entered from ? ?ßßß?
the preengd ¿da, ani not Ininquently retini
through th.· pnOOegU of the audit"! ¡urn. ml

the rejnnarts of Flint Caatle eran reprsesntei
by e high gallery above the heads of th
tal a, fr< m which the King d ;:n,,s·

Tii- coetu ere Elisabethen, and ih· si '"?*

Inas and itage movements w< ? u ? J¡*¡
. intemnorarj Uluetnt* ne »?a

desi : ,| liona
iN'iKKKsriN'·; TO shakhsikakk HtODRHTM
A perf.tmance of this kind ?ß na'urail> Odd

thai Irritates and bores «rdlaary slaygoeri end

iiuics, who «r.· aecustamei t.. the ntoderniesi
Bhak speartaa iran ? but it deeply Intsrsaei
sincere studeata wn.. ,t:.· enabled to make i

cl.se approach to the aondlttOBS of ««*·^**2
when the English masterpieces were »"·"


